        It has been real hard to put into words, what have I done the past 25 years?  So I decided to try and start with a quick over view of our move from California, to North Carolina. 

        In 1993, due to a job transfer, Nortel Networks decided to put all of the Technical Support in one location, Jeff was qualified in several areas, so we were given the choice of taking a job with the company in Richardson Texas, or Raleigh North Carolina.  It didn't take long to make the decision, being from California, I could not live to far from the water, since Richardson is somewhere in the middle of the desert, and Raleigh being 75 miles from the ocean, the choice was very easy. 

        Jeff commuted back and forth, from Ca. to NC for 4 mos.  Given 4 day weekends every 2 weeks, we took turns coming and going, when it got closer to the date we were to move, I started spending more time with him in NC.  We spent a lot of time house hunting, at first we looked at renting, somewhere along the line, we decided to buy.  We found a beautiful house, in a great neighborhood; the house was almost completed, and would be done in time for our move.  When we went to get a loan to purchase the home, we soon discovered that the mortgage was less than half of what we were paying in rent.  We moved in on my youngest son's birthday. 

        I was very lucky, and was able to stay home and take care of the kids.  That was a real treat.  I was given the opportunity to be a team Mom for my son's Pop Warner football team.  Michael played for 4 years, I soon was asked to sit on the board.  I was on the board for 3 years, and Loved every minute.  Cole, my oldest son had private Saxophone lessons, and played golf, and continues to do so.  Last year he started Wrestling, and Loves it. 

        Milonna, my Daughter, is 22, and has just graduated from College, she is a Registered Veterinary Technician, and has just received her State Certification.  She has been offered jobs in, Atlanta, Marathon Key, it is located half way between Key Largo, and Key West.  She has also been offered a job in Key Largo, so she is weighing her options, and we should know soon which one she takes. 

        In 1998, I opened Kelly's Place, a Blues club that also serves food.  I have an old fashioned Jam session every Tuesday night; it draws a lot of musicians from all over the Raleigh Durham area.  On Wednesdays, we start the live bands and we have different bands every night thru Sunday.   

        When we first opened, I worked 16 hours a day, until June of 1999, when I was diagnosed with Systemic Lupus, Mixed Connective Tissue Disease, Fibromyalgia and to top it off, CREST Syndrome.  After not being able to walk for almost a month, I went back to work and only worked 10 to 12 hours a day.  I am hoping in the next 6 mos. I plan on opening another place. 

        I spend a lot of time auditioning bands, talking to promoters and best of all I travel all over to find new talent.  I Love what I am doing, and look forward to going to work every day.   

        In September of 1999, I went to Jamaica, found a wonderful cook, we were very lucky, and getting him a working visa went a lot smother than I expected.  I also was able to book a wonderful Reggae band.  After playing at my place, several times, they were booked in other clubs, and making much more money per show, but they haven't raised their rate on me.  I am just so happy that they are doing so well. 

        The Wednesday after the Reunion, I am off to LA for a convention, and I am hoping to get the opportunity to audition more groups for the Club. 

        I am really looking forward to seeing everyone again; it has been such a long time. 

        See you all soon. 

Sunshine and Happiness 

Kel 

Noblesse Oblige

